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#zx T/ Gillian (ZV7>) 4! FXUHoNOv1—>> Tﬁ?‘

+'s October, which means Awmerica is getting ready for Halloween uow! Halloween is on the last day of the month,
but we start decorating and preparing from the 1st. The most comimon way to decorate for Halloween in America is
by making Jack-o'-Lantervs, What is a Jack-o" Lantern? Tt's a pumpkin that we hollow ont and carve scary faces
into, that way we can put a candle inside and +he scary face will light up at vight. We make these scary pumpkins and
set them outside our doors for the month of October.

Vo may have heard of Jack-o" Lanterns already, but do you know where the tradition came from? The tradition is
rooted in rish folklore, actually, There is a myth-first appearing on print n +he 1ath cewtury-about a man named
"Stingy Jack." He invited the Devil to have a drink with him but, true o his name, Jack refused +o pay for his drink.
He nstead convinced the Devil +o change uto a con that Jack could use +o pay for their drinks. The Devil agreed, but
whew he did, Jack decided +o keep the money and then kept the devil trapped v his pocket as the coin. When Jack
died vears later, God would not let him into heaven and the Devil was too mad to let him into hell. The Devil sent
Jack off nto the vight with ouly a burvivg coal +o light his way. Jack put the coal iwto a carved-out turvip and has
been roaming the Earth with it ever since. The Trish began to refer +o the ghostly wavnderer as "Jack O' Lantern” -
a very Trish derivation of "Jack of the Lantern." In Ireland and Scotland, people began making their own versions of
Jack' s lawtern by carving scary faces nto turnips and placing the lanterns near windows or doors o frighten off
Stingy Jack and other wandering evil spirits. When the rish immigrated +o America, they bronght the tradition
with thewm. Tn America, our most abundant fall vegetable is the pumpkin, so our lanterns are made of pumpkin
rother than turnip. And there you have it.

A brief history of one of my favorite Halloween +raditions: the Jack-0' Lantern.

Happy Halloween!

[PV T RERANCLZARGERL]
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